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ABSTRACT – Globalization has brought 
significant changes to local cultural identity, 
both in the form of challenges and 
opportunities. This study aims to analyze the 
impact of globalization on the preservation of 
local culture and the role of digital technology in 
strengthening or weakening cultural identity in 
modern society. This literature review 
examines various findings from reputable 
international journals to understand the 
dynamics of interaction between local and 
global cultures. The results of the study show 
that globalization can accelerate the erosion of 
local culture due to the dominance of a stronger 
global culture through the mass media, lifestyle, 
and increasingly uniform social values. The loss 
of local languages, the decline in traditional 
cultural practices, and changes in the education 
system that do not emphasize the importance of 
local cultural identity are major challenges in 
cultural preservation. However, globalization 
also opens up opportunities for cultural 
revitalization through localization strategies, 
digital nationalism, and the use of digital 
technology to document and disseminate local 
cultural heritage. The use of social media, digital 
platforms, and virtual reality technology has 
proven effective in increasing the awareness 
and involvement of the younger generation in 
local culture. Therefore, this study emphasizes 
the importance of policy strategies that support 
cultural preservation by utilizing technology as 
the main tool to maintain cultural heritage in 
the midst of increasingly strong globalization.  

Keywords: Globalization, cultural identity, 
cultural preservation, digital technology, digital 
nationalism, local culture, cultural 
transformation. 

A. INTRODUCTION  

Globalization has had a wide-ranging impact on 
various aspects of life, including local cultural 
identity. On the one hand, globalization has 

increased cultural exchange, enabling various 
groups of people to access and understand 
other cultures. However, on the other hand, 
globalization can also threaten the 
sustainability of local cultural identity by 
resulting in global cultural homogenization. 
According to research by Gajić et al. (2017), 
globalization is not only an economic 
phenomenon, but also a multidimensional 
process that includes cultural transformation, in 
which local cultures are often marginalized by 
the dominance of stronger global cultures. This 
phenomenon has sparked debate about the 
extent to which local cultures can survive in the 
increasingly intensive flow of globalization. 

On a more specific scale, globalization has 
caused the erosion of local cultures in various 
developing countries. For example, Islam et al. 
(2019) reveal that in many developing 
countries, globalization has caused a cultural 
identity crisis that has led to the loss of 
traditional elements in people's lives. This is 
due to the more dominant influx of foreign 
cultures through media, trade, and technology, 
which replace local cultural values that have 
been passed down from generation to 
generation. As a result, the younger generation 
in many countries is beginning to lose their 
attachment to their native cultures and is more 
influenced by more modern global cultures. 

In some countries, the impact of globalization 
on local cultural identity has also triggered a 
response in the form of cultural preservation 
efforts. Some countries have adopted a cultural 
localization strategy as a way to protect their 
cultural heritage from the massive influence of 
globalization (Chiang & Zhou, 2019). This effort 
is carried out through various national policies, 
such as local culture-based education, 
regulation of foreign media, and promotion of 
local cultural products as part of national 
identity. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of this 
strategy is still debated, as the pressure from 
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the rapidly growing global culture remains a 
major challenge to the survival of local cultural 
identity. 

One of the main problems that has arisen as a 
result of globalization is the erosion of local 
cultural identity. Many communities around the 
world are experiencing significant changes in 
traditional value systems, languages, and 
customs due to the influx of a more dominant 
global culture. Globalization has caused a 
cultural identity crisis in many developing 
countries, leading to a shift in traditional 
cultural values and the adoption of a more 
uniform global lifestyle (Islam et al., 2019). This 
phenomenon has raised concerns about the loss 
of cultural wealth that has been passed down 
from generation to generation. 

In addition, globalization also contributes to 
inequalities in cultural representation, where 
the dominant culture especially Western 
culture is more often promoted through global 
media compared to local cultures. Moghimi and 
Amini (2015) found that excessive consumption 
of foreign media has led to a decline in 
appreciation of local culture, especially among 
the younger generation. This imbalance 
contributes to the marginalization of local 
culture, where traditional values and practices 
are slowly being replaced by more dominant 
global cultural norms. 

On the other hand, the economic impact of 
globalization has also exacerbated issues of 
local cultural identity. Many communities that 
depend on local cultural products, such as 
traditional arts, local languages, and culture-
based creative industries, have difficulty 
competing with more affordable and more 
widely appealing global products. According to 
research by Gajić et al. (2017), the globalization 
process has led to the dominance of a global 
consumer culture that threatens the 
sustainability of the local creative industry. This 
creates economic dependence on foreign 
cultural products and weakens the role of local 
culture as part of the community's identity. 

Another problem that has arisen as a result of 
globalization is the emergence of cultural 
hybridization, which often causes ambiguity in 
local cultural identity. In some cases, the 
influence of globalization has significantly 
changed local cultures, creating a new cultural 
identity that is a mixture of local and global 
cultures. According to research by Chiang and 
Zhou (2019), although cultural hybridization 
can create opportunities for cultural innovation, 

it can also result in the loss of the authentic 
elements that shape a community's identity. 
This shift is often not accompanied by efforts to 
maintain a balance between traditional culture 
and external influences, causing uncertainty 
about identity among local communities. 

Finally, globalization also brings challenges to 
the education system, where curricula based on 
global values often ignore the importance of 
preserving local culture. Sarungu (2021) notes 
that without a strong educational strategy to 
preserve cultural heritage, the younger 
generation tends to lose understanding of their 
own cultural identity. This leads to an identity 
crisis that further exacerbates the shift in local 
culture in the midst of globalization. 

Research on the impact of globalization on local 
cultural identity is becoming increasingly 
important as cultural interaction increases in 
the modern era. Globalization creates economic 
and technological integration and influences 
social and cultural values in various parts of the 
world. Globalization has caused the dividing line 
between local and global cultures to become 
increasingly blurred, which has an impact on 
the transformation of cultural identity in local 
communities (Vatan, 2021). These changes 
need to be studied in more depth to understand 
how communities can balance maintaining the 
uniqueness of their culture with adapting to 
global changes. 

The urgency of this research is also related to 
the increasing tendency of cultural 
homogenization due to the stronger dominance 
of global culture. Islam et al. (2019) found that 
in many cases, local cultures are under great 
pressure due to the flow of global culture 
supported by mass media, technology, and the 
entertainment industry. This phenomenon can 
lead to the erosion of local cultural values and a 
shift in the identity of communities that 
increasingly adopt the dominant culture. 
Therefore, further understanding is needed on 
how local communities can maintain and 
revitalize their cultures to face the challenges of 
globalization. 

In addition, research on the impact of 
globalization on local cultural identity has 
important implications for the development of 
cultural and educational policies. According to 
Kholifah's research (2017), policy intervention 
by the government is a key factor in 
strengthening local cultural identity and 
preventing the marginalization of indigenous 
cultures. Without an effective strategy, many 
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communities will lose their cultural identity in 
the increasingly strong tide of globalization. 
Therefore, this study can make an important 
contribution to formulating policies that 
support cultural integration and maintain 
cultural diversity as part of national identity. 

This study aims to analyze the impact of 
globalization on local cultural identity and how 
the changes caused by globalization affect the 
sustainability of traditional culture in modern 
society. In the era of globalization, many local 
cultures are undergoing transformation or even 
losing their essence due to the dominance of 
global culture. Globalization brings a dominant 
culture that can erode local cultural values. 
Therefore, this study aims to understand how 
the dynamics of interaction between local 
culture and global culture take place and the 
factors that accelerate or slow down these 
changes. 

In addition, this study also aims to identify the 
long-term impact of globalization on the 
preservation of local cultural identity. Shifts in 
cultural values and practices due to 
globalization are often unavoidable, but a better 
understanding of these patterns of change can 
help communities to design effective 
preservation strategies. Thus, this study aims to 
reveal how local communities can maintain and 
strengthen their cultural heritage in the midst of 
an increasingly strong globalization trend. 

Another objective of this study is to explore the 
role of digital technology in strengthening or 
weakening local cultural identity. Social media 
and digital technology have become the main 
tools in the spread of global culture, but on the 
other hand, they can also be a means for local 
communities to promote and preserve their 
culture. By examining how technology can be 
used strategically to maintain cultural diversity, 
this study seeks to provide insights into how 
communities can take advantage of 
technological developments without 
compromising their cultural identity.  

B. METHOD  

In research on the impact of globalization on 
local cultural identity, the literature study 
approach is the appropriate method for 
collecting and analyzing relevant information. 
According to Kumar (2011), a literature review 
allows researchers to identify, evaluate, and 
synthesize findings from various credible 
sources, providing a strong theoretical 
foundation for research. By examining the 

existing literature, researchers can understand 
various perspectives and findings related to the 
topic, as well as identify research gaps that need 
to be explored further. 

The data collection process in a literature study 
involves searching academic sources such as 
books, scientific journals, and other 
publications relevant to the research topic. 
Creswell (2014) emphasizes the importance of 
selectivity in choosing literature, focusing on 
works that have high credibility and relevance 
to the research question. A critical analysis of 
these sources helps researchers identify 
patterns, trends, and gaps in previous research, 
which can then be used as a basis for developing 
a conceptual framework and research 
hypothesis. 

In addition, a literature study allows 
researchers to adopt a comparative approach to 
analyze various research findings. Booth, 
Colomb, and Williams (2008) suggest that by 
comparing various research results, 
researchers can identify inconsistencies or 
contradictions and understand the context in 
which the findings apply. This approach not 
only enriches the researcher's understanding of 
the topic under study, but also helps to 
formulate more comprehensive and evidence-
based recommendations for the preservation of 
local cultural identity in the midst of 
globalization.  

C. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION   

The Influence of Globalization on Local 
Cultural Identity in the Context of Modern 
Society 

Globalization has had a major impact on local 
cultural identity in various parts of the world. 
One of the main visible impacts is the change in 
cultural consumption patterns, where global 
cultural values and norms increasingly 
dominate the daily lives of local communities. 
Globalization has integrated economic, political, 
and social factors that have a direct impact on 
local culture (Gajić et al., 2017). This process has 
caused a shift in people's cultural preferences, 
with a tendency to adopt more popular foreign 
cultures through mass media and digital 
technology. 

In addition, globalization has also triggered 
cultural homogenization, which often leads to 
the loss of the uniqueness of local cultures. In 
many cases, local cultures have been devalued 
due to the influx of more dominant global 
cultures (Islam et al., 2019). This phenomenon 
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can be seen in the adoption of language, music, 
fashion, and lifestyle originating from the 
dominant culture, which causes the local culture 
to become increasingly marginalized and lose 
its appeal among the younger generation. 

Globalization also contributes to changes in 
value systems in local communities, especially 
in developing countries. Globalization not only 
affects the economy, but also modifies the social 
identity of communities through the 
internalization of global cultural values 
(Rosenmann et al., 2016). This process often 
creates tension between the older generation, 
which tries to maintain traditions, and the 
younger generation, which is more open to 
outside cultures. 

On the other hand, globalization also presents 
challenges in preserving local cultural heritage. 
Many communities find it difficult to maintain 
the sustainability of their traditional culture due 
to the increasing influence of global culture 
(Kholifah, 2017). Government policies and local 
community efforts to maintain traditional 
culture are often not strong enough to resist the 
massive tide of globalization, so that many 
elements of indigenous culture begin to 
disappear or undergo significant 
transformation. 

However, globalization does not always have a 
negative impact on local cultural identity. A 
cultural localization strategy can be a solution to 
maintaining national identity in the midst of 
globalization (Chiang & Zhou, 2019). By 
utilizing digital technology and social media, 
local communities can develop new ways to 
promote their culture globally without losing 
their uniqueness. 

In addition, globalization has also increased 
cross-cultural interaction, which can enrich 
local cultural identity through dynamic cultural 
exchange. Globalization allows people to adopt 
positive elements from other cultures while 
retaining key aspects of their local culture 
(Vermenych, 2021). This process is known as 
“glocalization,” in which local and global 
cultures interact to create a more flexible and 
adaptive cultural identity. 

Overall, globalization has a complex impact on 
local cultural identity. While cultural 
homogenization and shifting values can 
threaten the survival of traditional cultures, 
globalization also opens up new opportunities 
for the preservation and promotion of local 
cultures on a wider scale. It is therefore 
important for communities and governments to 

develop balanced strategies to manage the 
influence of globalization so that local cultural 
identity is preserved without hindering the 
development and modernization needed in a 
global society. 

The Long-term Impact of Globalization on 
Efforts to Preserve Local Cultural Identity  

Globalization has had a significant impact on the 
preservation of local cultural identity, both 
positively and negatively. One of the most 
tangible long-term impacts is the increasing 
threat of extinction of local languages and 
traditions. Septiyana and Margiansyah (2018) 
note that in Indonesia, which has more than 700 
local languages, many languages are threatened 
with extinction due to the dominance of global 
languages. This phenomenon is caused by the 
shift of the younger generation to use 
international languages more in their daily lives, 
mainly due to the influence of global education 
and media. 

In addition, globalization has also led to cultural 
homogenization, which reduces the diversity of 
local cultures that should be the wealth of a 
nation. The expansion of global cultural values 
often displaces traditional cultural values that 
have been passed down from generation to 
generation (Gajić et al., 2017). This process 
occurs through various mechanisms, such as the 
consumption of global cultural products, the 
adoption of Western lifestyles, and changes in 
patterns of social interaction that increasingly 
depend on digital technology. People who are 
open to the homogenization of global culture 
often prioritize global culture, which has an 
impact on the preservation of local culture as 
their identity. 

On the other hand, there are also positive 
impacts, such as increased awareness of the 
importance of cultural preservation in the era of 
globalization. Chiang and Zhou (2019) reveal 
that several countries have implemented 
cultural localization strategies to maintain their 
national cultural identity. This strategy involves 
integrating local culture into education, media, 
and broader government policies to ensure that 
cultural values remain relevant in modern life. 
With this strategy, local cultural values can be 
maintained and remain relevant despite rapid 
globalization. 

Globalization also impacts how local 
communities maintain their cultural heritage. 
Nasirabadi (2017) emphasizes that intangible 
cultural heritage, such as dance, music, and 
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folklore, is increasingly difficult to maintain in 
the midst of a uniform modernization trend. 
Without strong cultural protection policies, 
local cultural expressions can quickly be 
replaced by more globally dominant popular 
cultures. 

Another aspect of the long-term impact of 
globalization on the preservation of local 
cultural identity is the transformation in the 
education system. Kholifah (2017) highlights 
that the education systems in many countries 
are increasingly adopting curricula based on 
global values, which often reduce attention to 
local cultural heritage. This causes the younger 
generation to lack understanding and 
appreciation of their own cultural heritage, thus 
accelerating the process of global cultural 
assimilation (Zahid & Darmawan, 2022). 

However, some communities are starting to use 
digital technology to strengthen local cultural 
identity. Temitayo (2021) examines how 
communities in Africa, particularly in 
Yorubaland, are utilizing social media and 
digital technology to maintain their languages 
and traditions. This approach demonstrates 
that while globalization brings challenges, there 
are also opportunities to use technology as a 
tool for cultural preservation. 

Overall, the long-term impact of globalization 
on local cultural identity depends on how 
communities and governments respond to 
these changes. Without a clear preservation 
strategy, local cultures risk drastic decline or 
even extinction. However, with the right policies 
and wise use of technology, local cultural 
identity can still be preserved and developed as 
part of a rich and diverse global heritage. 

The Role of Digital Technology in 
Strengthening or Weakening Local Cultural 
Identity in the Era of Globalization 

Digital technology has become one of the main 
factors influencing local cultural identity in the 
era of globalization. The development of 
information and communication technology 
(ICT) has accelerated the spread of global 
culture, which on the one hand allows local 
communities to promote their culture more 
widely, but on the other hand also increases the 
risk of cultural homogenization. Digital 
technology has created interaction between 
local and global cultures, which can cause a shift 
in cultural identity due to exposure to values 
that come from outside (Liubinienė, 2018). The 
role of digital technology can be paradoxical, 

because it can be a tool to maintain local culture 
while accelerating the influence of global 
culture. 

One of the positive impacts of digital technology 
on local cultural identity is its ability to increase 
the accessibility and exposure of local culture to 
a global audience. Digital technology enables 
local communities to document, disseminate, 
and preserve their culture in digital form, such 
as digital archives, social media platforms, and 
virtual museums. According to Pilyak (2021), 
the digitization of cultural heritage has become 
an effective tool for protecting and maintaining 
cultural identity in the midst of globalization. 
With technologies such as Virtual Reality (VR) 
and Augmented Reality (AR), local culture can 
be represented in a more interactive and 
appealing way to the younger generation. 

However, on the other hand, digital 
globalization also contributes to a decline in 
interest in local culture, especially among the 
younger generation. Extensive access to global 
culture through the internet and digital media 
often makes the younger generation more 
interested in foreign culture than their own 
(López, 2018). This has an impact on the loss of 
use of local languages, reduced participation in 
local cultural traditions, and a shift in lifestyle 
that is more geared towards global popular 
culture. 

Digital technology can also be used as a tool to 
rebuild and strengthen local cultural identity 
through the concept of digital nationalism. 
Budnitskiy (2018) highlights how some 
countries have used digital technology as a 
strategic tool to maintain their cultural identity 
in the face of globalization. This phenomenon 
shows that countries can design digital policies 
aimed at strengthening their cultural heritage, 
such as developing digital content based on 
local culture or promoting local media through 
global digital platforms. 

In some cases, digital technology also 
contributes to the emergence of a hybrid 
cultural identity, where local and global cultures 
mix into a new identity. In communities that 
experience high interaction with global culture, 
such as Ladakhi students in India, digital 
technology plays a role in creating an integrated 
cultural identity between local and global 
cultures (Ozer et al., 2021). This shows that 
although technology can weaken local cultural 
identity in some aspects, it also allows for the 
emergence of new, more flexible and adaptive 
forms of cultural identity. 
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Effective digital strategies can be a solution to 
ensure that digital technology strengthens, not 
weakens, local cultural identity. Digital media-
based strategies to preserve local culture, such 
as through the creation of culture-based digital 
content, cultural education applications, and the 
use of social media as a tool for cultural 
promotion. With the right strategy, digital 
technology can be used to increase awareness 
and pride in local culture among the community. 

Overall, the role of digital technology in local 
cultural identity is ambivalent. On the one hand, 
digital technology can be a very effective tool for 
strengthening and preserving local culture 
through the digitization of cultural heritage, 
digital nationalism, and technology-based 
cultural promotion. However, on the other 
hand, if not managed properly, digital 
technology can also accelerate the erosion of 
local culture due to the dominance of global 
culture. Therefore, a targeted strategy is needed 
to utilize digital technology to support the 
sustainability of local cultural identity in the era 
of globalization. 

D. CONCLUSIONS 

Globalization has a complex impact on local 
cultural identity. On the one hand, globalization 
accelerates the spread of global cultural values, 
which often causes a shift or even the loss of 
local cultural elements. This phenomenon is 
exacerbated by the dominance of the global 
media, shifting patterns of cultural 
consumption, and the declining use of local 
languages and traditions among the younger 
generation. However, on the other hand, 
globalization also opens up new opportunities 
for the preservation of local culture through the 
use of digital technology, digital nationalism, 
and cultural localization strategies. With the 
right approach, local culture can be promoted 
and preserved on a global scale without having 
to lose its identity and authentic values. 

This study also highlights that one of the main 
challenges in preserving local cultural identity is 
the emergence of a hybrid cultural identity, 
where local and global cultures mix into a new, 
more adaptive form. This identity can strengthen 
cultural pride on the one hand because it creates 
space for people to maintain their cultural 
elements while adopting global cultural 
elements. However, this phenomenon also has 
the potential to accelerate cultural 
homogenization because the merging of 
elements in local culture can distort the 

uniqueness and essence of local culture. 
Therefore, the role of government policy, local 
culture-based education, and the utilization of 
digital technology are important factors in 
maintaining a balance between cultural 
preservation and adaptation to global changes. 

As a suggestion, a more systematic strategy is 
needed to preserve and promote local culture in 
the era of globalization. The government and the 
cultural community must work together to 
develop policies that support the preservation of 
cultural heritage through education, digital 
media, and regulation of foreign cultural 
products. In addition, it is necessary to improve 
digital literacy among the community, especially 
the younger generation, so that they can use 
technology as a tool to strengthen local cultural 
identity, not just as a medium for consuming 
foreign culture. Thus, the preservation of local 
culture is not only the responsibility of the 
government, but also a collective effort involving 
all elements of society. 

Furthermore, multiculturalism-based education 
must be strengthened by including elements of 
local culture in the school curriculum. This aims 
to raise awareness among the younger 
generation of the importance of preserving their 
own culture in the midst of an increasingly 
strong globalization trend. In addition, cultural 
programs such as cultural festivals, performing 
arts, and cultural awareness campaigns through 
social media need to be expanded to provide 
space for local cultures to express themselves in 
order to stay alive and relevant. By integrating 
local culture into the school curriculum, the 
younger generation not only learns about foreign 
cultures but also gains extensive knowledge 
about the traditions, languages, arts, and 
customs that are part of their identity. 

The use of digital media as a tool for cultural 
preservation must continue to be developed. 
Platforms such as virtual museums, digital 
archives, and culture-based educational 
applications can be used to document and 
disseminate knowledge about local culture to a 
wider audience. With this approach, local culture 
can survive and develop in a more modern and 
adaptive form to the times. 

Ultimately, globalization is not a threat to be 
avoided, but a phenomenon that needs to be 
managed properly. With the right combination of 
policy strategies, wise use of technology, and 
increased public awareness of the importance of 
local culture, cultural identity can remain strong 
and relevant in the midst of global change. 



-77- 

Therefore, commitment is needed from all 
parties—the government, academics, cultural 
communities, and the wider community—to 
ensure that local cultural heritage remains an 
important part of an increasingly connected 
world civilization.  
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